chool
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2015/16 Summer Outlook ...

A decade of below average rainfall means the state remains quite
dry. Even average rains.over.the period are unlikely to see the fire
risk decrease due to the long term drying that has occurred. As
temperatures rise leading into summer, soil moisture will decrease

and fuel loads in forests and grasslands are expected to dry quickly.

Grassfires spread rapidly and can quickly threaten lives and
property.

The safety of children and staff is of the highest importance.

We are committedto ensuring our school is fire ready
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What is the Government Doing?

+

Township Protection Plans
communities ide

ad by fire agencies and the local

Neighbourhood
safer place in th

entified by authorities as a

Fire Ready Kit —
risk, prepare yo

u understand your bushfire
rvival Plan

Comprehensive orians to the need to be fire

ready
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What Is Our School Doing?

of fire and are now:;

— Updating our e
emergency serv

— Reviewing how
— Reprioritising m
— Clearing gutters

We are discussing t 1y with your children

(supported by speci
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Planned Closure of Schools

%
%

FIRE DANGER RATING

Since 2009/2010,
hours care have b

site activities and after
ays.

This approach wil

National Framework for Fire War
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How Will | Be Advisedof a Planned Closure?

Where possible, we will provide up to 3 days notice of a planned closure
(including warnings about cancelling, changing, rescheduling or recalling off-
site activities, such as camps and excursions), as well as information about
changes to bus transport routes

You will be advised by letter— you can also check for updates at
www.cecv.catholic.edu.au

You should expect that, in some instances, fewer than 3 days notice may be
provided

The final decision to close will be confirmed no later than 12 noon the day
before planned closure

Once the decision to closeiis made, this wilbnoet'change — regardless of
changes in weather forecast = this will help limit

confusion and provide time for you to make alternative care arrangements for
your children
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Closure — Other.Than Planned

While every effort is made to anticipate fire threats, our school may
be threatened by an unpredicted breakout of a fire or a known fire unexpectedly
changing course.

When this occurs, our Emergency Management Plan will ensure that
we respond to the threat in a timely and appropriate manner.

We have developed our Emergency Management Plan in consultation with local
emergency services, fire autharities and local government authorities.

It is important that you understand our Emergency Management Plan - copies are
available from our office or talk to your teacher

Closure updates, including advice on re-opening is available from the CECV’s
website www.cecv.catholic.edu.au
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Scenario

SerVi(N

Likely scenarios

Closure Trigger —
(Code Red)
Reached

Fire in adjacent area,;
no immediate threat to
facility

Unpredicted fire
threat

School

School identified as
being at high risk
preemptively closed

Diocese/school monitors
fire; school open

School enacts
emergency
management plan

School Transport

School bus routes
preemptively closed if
routes unsafe

School bus routes may
close if route is unsafe

School bus routes
closed

Off-site activities

School cancels activity
preemptively

School monitors fire;
enacts emergency
management plan

School enacts
emergency
management plan

Camps

School cancels camps
preemptively or
withdraws students
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Diocese & provider
monitors fire; enacts
emergency management
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Provider enacts
emergency
management plan
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What c ou do?

Make sure ...your fa
child will be cared for
should not be left un:

ate, including how your
reat of fire. Your child

Make sure... we have g mobile phone number

Keep in touch ... with
teacher and other pa

s, talk to your child’s

Understand our Eme

If age appropriate, tal
survival plan

your family’s bushfire

Talk to us — your princif
if you have any concerns

esentative,
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Q.
A.

Q.

When the school.i ite?

No. The safety of
on-site.

ty and no staff will remain

What happens if ger necessary to close?

the risk forecast in the

el the closure and allow
y close a school will be

2, Any improvements in
ecision to close — this will
ake alternative care

If the Bureau of
lead-up to a plan
the school to ope
made at 12 noon
weather forecast
help limit confusi
arrangements for y
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s it likely that sc days? If yes, how will

parents be advis

ve days. If this occurs,
eck the CECV’s website

It is possible tha
we will endeavo
for updates —w

If I’'m concerned child away from school,

even if the schoc

al plan, the most
1 your family, and not at

Yes. If your famil
appropriate plac fo
school. You should a
absence.
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by the Government as
ys, despite it being
reat risk?

Our school is loce
being at high risk
located in the ce

Only schools on t e on Code Red days.

On average how at-risk schools likely to

need to close?

dvice from the CFA and
the Bureau of Me igh-risk areas could
expect to close a e years, there may be
no days and more | ‘So‘p / expect to close all schools
across Victoria at the'c

While we cannot
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Frequently asked questions and answers

What should | do'with my child when the school is closed?

You should activate your family’s bushfire survival plan that should include
alternative child care arrangements. Given the expected severity of the
weather conditions, your child should not be left unattended or under the
supervision of older children.

Will school offsite activities (e.g.campspexcursions, sporting events) continue
to operate during bushfire season?2.What happens if my child is threatened by
fire while participating in an offsite activity?

Yes, off-site activities will continue throughout the year. Your school will assess
the likely threat of fire when organising the activity. If an offsite activity is
threatened by fire, your school will enact its emergency management plan.
Offsite activities in‘areas affected by a predicted Code Red day will be
cancelled or recalled.
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open? And vice v

A school bus rout
fire; if the associc
a school may be ¢
remain open if it
route remains sa

ugh an area affected by

ill remain open. Similarly,
)ciated bus route may
ffected by fire and the

Will there be circ
child care service

d but nearby schools or

eas will close on Code Red
s of a particular facility

Generally we exp
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Additional resa

For more information go to

Country Fire

Fire Ready K
prepare/fire

Victorian Bus
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http://www.cecv.catholic.edu.au/
http://www.cfa.vic.gov.au/
http://www.cfa.vic.gov.au/plan-prepare/fire-ready-kit/

