Term 2 - 29 May 2020

RECONCILIATION PRAYER
Holy Father, God of Love,
You are the Creator of all things.
We acknowledge the pain and shame of our history and the sufferings of Our
peoples, and we ask Your forgiveness.
We thank You for the survival of Indigenous cultures.
Our hope is in You because You gave Your Son Jesus to reconcile the world to
You.
We pray for Your strength and grace to forgive, accept and love one another, as
You love us and forgive and accept us in the sacrifice of Your Son.
Give us the courage to accept the realities of our history so that we may build a
better future for our Nation.
Teach us to respect all cultures.
Teach us to care for our land and waters.
Help us to share justly the resources of this land.
Help us to bring about spiritual and social change to improve the quality of life for all groups in our communities,
especially the disadvantaged.
Help young people to find true dignity and self-esteem by your Spirit.
May Your power and love be the foundations on which we build our families, our communities
and our Nation, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen

Kellie Scott, REC

FROM THE PRINCIPAL, MR PAUL DULLARD
Dear Parents, Carers and Friends,
What an amazing week this has been at Holy Rosary and I am sure every school across the state. I have been in
education for 34.5 years and in that time have never seen such protocols and guidelines being implemented in a
school as I have seen this week. All of these are in line with Department of Education guidelines and are all
developed to ensure our state keeps the COVID-19 curve flat while also getting back to some kind of normal for our
children at school.
I am very grateful to everyone who has taken the week seriously in the pursuit of a safe environment at Holy Rosary.
Your assistance during the week at drop off and pick up has been very much appreciated.

It was with great joy we witnessed the F-3 children come back together as a group on Tuesday. They really are great
mates and the smiles were amazing. Many told stories of their adventures with family over the COVID-19 period
around campfires or out and about. I thank all staff who made time in the morning to greet all families as they
arrived at the drive through. This was something that to me, demonstrates a great relationship between school and
community, even stronger now because of COVID-19. Be proud everyone.
Next week our staff will examine all the great things that have come out of this period and no doubt will look at what
we keep doing around this different type of learning. Anything that makes learning better is good for our school.
ENROLMENTS FOR 2021
We are currently receiving enquiries from parents in regards to Foundation children for 2021. Any families who
require a pack from the office can email myself or ring Donna Neylon in the office. We can then arrange for pick up
or postage of the pack. If you know of families new to Holy Rosary please pass this information on to them.
We will be starting Flying Start and Kinder visits in Week 3 of Term 3 in line with other schools in the district.
Information around this will be shared through the Kinder in Week 3 Term 3.
AFTER SCHOOL CARE
After school care is back up and running from Monday through to Thursday 3.00-6.00pm. You are required to book in
via the normal process by calling Samantha on 0435 532 580.
WINTER UNIFORM
If you wish to order uniforms, please contact the Uniform Co-ordinator, Leanne Slee either on 0458 651 007 to
arrange an appointment, or email her your order at - marcus.leanne.slee@gmail.com.
LATE ARRIVALS
We encourage all students to be dropped off in the carpark drive through between 8.30am and 8.45am. However, if
for some reason your child arrives later than 8.45am, they will need to come to the front office where they can enter
the school and the admin staff will sign in their child. No parents can come past admin.
MEDICATION
If your child requires any form of medication, please remember that it must be accompanied with a letter/health
plan from the GP or health care practitioner (Not chemist) in order for us to be allowed to administer. All
medications must come in in original packaging. (please refer to the policy attached).
If medications should be taken before and after school if they can be.
Please also consider the nature of the medications during the current pandemic and check with the health
practitioner that it is safe for the child to attend school before sending them.
O’DEE RENOVATIONS
This week we see further developments within the walls of the O’Dee to bring it back to life and to ensure we are
using the ground floor space to its greatest capacity. Vinyl was laid in the new canteen pantry as well as the
dedicated cleaners room. Appliances and fittings for the bathroom and cleaners room were fitted off and cupboards
were reinstalled from other areas of the school. Our aim is to complete this project at the highest of quality while
also reusing any resources we have in the school.
I thank Mr Ryan who has assisted me with the behind the scenes work in readiness for tradies to come onto the
project. This much needed project has been able to happen during COVID-19 due to the children working from home
and Mr Ryan and I being at school each day.
We have used local contractors as best we can and invested back into the community.
Two of the main features of this O’Dee project are the reestablishment of the Chapel and the creation of the
Community Room. These rooms will be great spaces for our school well into the future.
COVID-19 WELLBEING MEALS
If you are aware of any family or local Heathcote resident that would benefit from a frozen meal, our staff have
cooked up a number of meals and they are in the freezer. They are there to go to any family who could do with one.
Please email Mr Dullard principal@hrheathcote.catholic.edu.au if you can assist us to place a few meals.

BELOW IS A SUMMARY OF OUR PARENT INFORMATION NOTE THAT WENT OUT THIS WEEK
Adults on Site
Under the current CECV and Department of Health guidelines, adult entry to the school can only occur via
appointment. Adults should only be allowed on site if necessary or in an emergency. Visitors should not be permitted
beyond the admin area.
Please contact the office on 54 332 057 if you wish to make an appointment or speak with a member of staff. All
visitors must enter through the front office. You may need to knock to gain access.
Toys, food, and equipment
To continue to provide a sanitary and clean environment for students and staff members, we ask that children not
bring in any toys or play equipment. We also ask that no food is brought in for distribution or food sharing during this
time.
Water Bottles
The drinking fountains are not to be used by students. Students must bring their own drink bottle.
School cleaning and sanitising
The school has employed additional cleaning services for the remainder of Term 2 and Term 3 (at this stage). High
usage areas of the school are now cleaned with an approved disinfectant after recess, lunch and at the end of the
day. Other areas of the school are sanitised daily.
Social distancing
The current recommendation and mandate is that all adults on site are to socially distance with the 4 square metre
rule. We are advised that students need not distance (Although we need not enforce distancing for children, we still
promote hygiene protocols with the students)
Hand sanitiser and washing
Students are asked to sanitise their hands thoroughly prior to entering and exiting all buildings and classrooms. We
provide high quality and approved hand sanitiser for all students. Soap and water facilities are also available for
students in both the junior and senior areas of the school. Students are allowed to bring in their own hand sanitiser
to use additionally if they wish to.
Car park/Pick-up and Drop-off
School drop-off:
8:30am - 8:45am
School pick-up:
3:00pm - 3:15pm
Our current car park drop-off and pick-up plan is going well and we thank you for adapting to this measure. Please
ensure that children buckle up and are safe before departing.
Thank you for our walkers and bike riders. Parents have been dropping children at the end of the walking track at the
COLA. This has worked well.
Essential service students (4-6)
If you require your child to come in because you are classified as an essential worker, please continue to complete
the Google form so that we can staff supervision.
Essential worker children will now follow the same pick-up and drop-off times as above.
School uniform
If you wish to discuss or order uniforms, please contact Leanne Slee on 0458 651 007 to arrange an appointment or
email her your order at - marcus.leanne.slee@gmail.com.
Students who feel unwell
If your child is feeling unwell, please do not send them to school. If a child complains of, or appears to be sick while
at school we will contact parents (or the emergency contact person) to collect the child. Thank you for your
understanding.
Kind regards, Paul
Holy Rosary School Heathcote is a Child Safe School.
We promote the safety, wellbeing and inclusion of all children.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY

We wish the following students who are celebrating their
birthdays this week a very special
”HAPPY BIRTHDAY”

Xavier Moore - 25th May turning 11
Leah Gellatly - 26th May turning 11

FROM THE OFFICE
CAMPS, SPORTS AND EXCURSIONS FUND
CSEF will once again be provided by the Victorian Government to assist eligible families to cover the costs of school
excursions, camps and sporting activities. Further details are below. If you hold a valid means-tested concession card
or are a temporary foster parent, you may be eligible for CSEF.
The annual CSEF amount per student will be $125 for primary school students
How to Apply:
Contact the school office to obtain a CSEF application form or download from:
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/Documents/about/programs/health/csefapplicationform.pdf
Closing Date - You should lodge a CSEF application form at the school by 22 June 2020.
For more information about the CSEF visit www.education.vic.gov.au/csef
CONVEYANCE ALLOWANCE
Conveyance Allowance is paid to eligible parents for student travel if you reside 4.8km or more from your NEAREST
school or bus stop. If you believe that you may be entitled to claim for the Conveyance Allowance please contact the
school to discuss the application process.
STUDENT ABSENCES NOTIFICATION
From the start of Term 3 2018, the Department of Education requires
parents/guardians to notify the school of their child’s absence as soon as
possible on the day of absence by either using the Skoolbag App or phone the
school.
All schools are required to contact parents on the same day of an unexplained
student absence if they haven’t heard from parents/guardians. The Skoolbag
App is the preferred method as this sends us an email which can be kept as
proof of contact.
Reminder For New Parents To Download The Skoolbag App
Skoolbag is one of Australia’s most trusted school apps, empowering schools to
engage parents through a simple and central communication platform. The
easy-to-use desktop and mobile app streamlines all aspects of organising
school life, from newsletters and events to student attendance and
documentation.

BUS TRAVELLERS
We ask all parents/carers to make sure their child/ren are clear about whether or not they are travelling on the
afternoon bus. If you can make a point of letting your child/ren know the arrangement each morning it would be
greatly appreciated. We often have students asking us if they are on the bus!
I spoke to the children on Monday who travel on the bus about how the bus driver’s job is to drive them safely. Steve
and Suze should not be distracted by poorly behaved children. Please speak to your child about the importance of
their best behaviour. Please note that parents are required to be at the bus stop 15 minutes before the bus arrives in
the morning and afternoon.
If you do need to alter the arrangement please call the school before 2.30pm to allow time for the message to be
passed on. Late calls may mean your child does not get the message in time before the bus leaves.

Holy Rosary Heathcote After School Care
After School Care will be back up and running as of Tuesday 26th May.
They are open from 3-00-6.00pm Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and
Thursday.
Book your child in by contacting them on 0435 532 580, popping in during
working hours above, by email: o
 shc_heathhcote@bendigochildrensservices.com.au

MARIAH MCCARTHY’S PRIVATE MUSIC LESSONS
Due to the current restrictions surrounding COVID-19 of non-essential
workers being onsite, Mariah will not be resuming her lessons until Term 3.
Mariah offers private music lessons at Holy Rosary. Lessons can be arranged
for Guitar, Piano, Voice or Ukulele.
If your child is interested in music tuition, please call Mariah on 0439 338 773 to discuss.

